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OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OF TESTIMONY FOR THE DEFENSE 
OF ORGANIZATIONS, TAKEN BEFORE A COMMISSION 
APPOINTED BY THE INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL 
PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH & 4 OF THE ORDER OF THE 
TRIBUNAL DATED 13 MARCH 1946, 
COMMISSIONER: 


M. Martin-Havar de 


THE S. S. 
(THE COMMISSION CONVENED AT 1410 HOURS. ) 
GENERAL ORERST PAUL HAUSSER, a witness, took the stand and testified as 
follows: 
BY THE COMMISSIONER: 
^? What is your name? 
A Paul Hausser, 
Q Raise your right hand and repeat the following oath after me: 
I swear by God, the Almighty and Omniscient, that I will speak the pure truth 
and will withhold and add nothing. 
(The witness repeated the oath.) 


THE COMMISSIONER: You may sit down. 


DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY DR. PELCKMANN: 
Q Witness, what was your last position in the service and your last rank? 
A My last rank was that of a General Oberst and H was Commander-in-Chiet of 
Army Group G in the reti e of the W — Front, 


Q What rank did you occupy when you left the Reichswehr? 


A I left the — on the lst of February 1932 and at that time I had 
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the rank of a "General Lieutenant," 

Q How did you come to the SS Verfuegungstruppe? 

A I joined the Stahlhelm organization in the year 1933. At that time I was 
not a member of the Party. I was then transferred to the Reserve of the SA and at 
a Congress of the leaders I met Gruppenfuehrer Scharfe who called the attention of 
the Reichsfuehrer-SS Himmler to me. In the fall of 1934 I received an order from 
Himmler to organize — School at Braunswhweig. 

Q So you became a member of the Verfuegungstruppe of the SS in 1934, yes or no? 

A Yes. 

Q Could your position in the SS Verfuegungstruppe before the war be considered 
as a key position. 

A From the year 1936 onwards I was not commander of the Verfuegungstruppe but 
Inspector of the Verfuegungstruppe and it was my task to take care of the education 
and instruction of this Troop, with the exception of the so-called Leibstandarte. 
Apart from that, problems of organization, according to the orders of Himmler, came 
under my jurisdiction. 

Q Whose idea was it to set up this Verfue vungstruppe and for what purpose was 
it set up? 

A I did not witness the beginning of this Troop. 1 only know that it became 
sort of a body-guard and emanated from the Leibstandarte Adolf Hitler. Later on 
a few other battalions were set up particularly for representative tasks and 
probably also for the purpose of leading the many unemployed to a regular life. 

Q Was the ordinary SS not sufficient for this task and why not? 

A As far as I know the SS was neither, as regards quantity and as regards 
appearance, sufficient for these tasks. We wanted a special troop for this purpose. 

Q Was it the intention of the order of August. 17, 1938, Document 647-PS, 
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USA Exhibit 443, - was it the purpose of this order to create a new troop apart 
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from the Ordinary-53? 

A No. This order was meant to clarify the uncertain position of the existing 
troop and it was especially on the initiative of the OKH (The Supremes Command of 
the Amy). This order provided for the specific tasks of the several contingencies 
which were mentioned in this order; for instance it stipulated that they were 
neither a part of the police or a part of the Wehrmacht, They were a permanent 
troop and that compulsory military service could be done in this troop. 

Q Was this order meant to be a general connection between the Ordinary-SS 
the Totenkopfverbanden ( Death Head Unit) and the Verfuegungstruppe? 

A No, on the contrary, the order clearly distinguished between the tasks of 
the several contingencies and so there was no connection, 

Q Could this order be interpreted in the sense that the Death Head Unit 
and the Verfuegungstruppe were true to the State, whereas the Ordinary-SS had more 
of a Party character? 

A Yes, that is right. | 

Q Was the SS Verfuegungstruppe meant to be a political nucleus? 

A No, it had nothing to do with politics; only its members had a right to 
choose. It was merely an attempt. In this troop all the virtues of a soldier 
Should be combined with the new thoughts of the present. 

Q Does that refer to relation between officer and enlisted man? 

A Yes, reference to all social questions, better connection between officer 
and enlisted man, stressing of comradeship and unity, a rejection of any exclusivity 
and a rejection of the privilege for education. 

Q Did the leaders of the Verfuegungstruppe ever try to promote the thought 


of an aggressive war and to educate the Verfuegungstruppe in this sense? 


A No. The tasks of the young troop demanded for a long period of peace. The 
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commanders were all veterans of the first world war and they did not wish to repeat 
this war. 

Q At that time you were Inspector of the Verfuegungstruppe and I think you 
had the rank of a Standartenfuehrer? 

A Yes. 

Q In this capacity had you any knowledge of the tactical assignment of the 
Verfuegungstruppe in case of war? 

A My task consisted only in the education and instruction of the troop and 
had nothing to do with its assignment. 

Q Were there any preparations within the Verfuegungstruppe for assignment 


before the war? 


— - — 


A There were no such preparations before the war. We were not ready for war. 
We had no heavy — we had no reserve officers, no reserve enlisted men, no 
general staff. 

Q Had you any connection with the General Staff of the Wehrmacht? 

A No, not with the General Staff of the Wehrmacht, only on questions of 
organization and instruction, because the instruction of the Verfuegungstruppe 
was subject to jurisdiction of the army. 

Q Were there any discussions within the Verfuegungstruppe as to the 
ageression against neighboring states or were there any discussions with other 
organizations under the jurisdiction of Himmler? 

A We had no such discussion. We did not discuss this point. I have already 
stressed the point that our tasks demanded for a long period of peace. 

Q What were the relations of the Verfuegungstruppe before the war towards 
the other organizations which were under the influence of Himmler? 

A We had only one thing in common, that was the command of Heinrich Himmler. 


We had all our own tasks, Our relations to the Ordinary-SS were only of a local 
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nature and especially in the field of comradeship. With all other organizations 
we had no relations, I may say that I have spoken perhaps twelve words with 
Heydrich in my whole life. 

Q Were the members of the Verfuegunzstruppe recruited from the Ordinary-SS? 

A Only in 1933 when the troop was set up, a part of it was recruited from 
the Ordinary-SS. Then we set up propaganda agencies and we recruited our members 
tren the part of the population which was due for military service. In particular 
all offi cers and commanders came from the old Wehrmacht and from the Party but 
not from the Ordinary-SS. 

Q Was there a Special Supreme Command provided for the Waffen-SS in the 
war and what were the relations towards the Supreme Command of the Wehrmacht. 

A The Waffen-SS had for its assignment no Supreme Command of its own. Only 
in the administrative office, the so-called Fuehrungshauptamt, for some fields of 
activity the members of the Waffen-SS became, when the war started, members of the 
Army. During my 55 years at the Front I received orders only from the Army 
agencies, 

Q What was the competence of Himmler as regards the Waffen-SS in war? 
A We were only subordinate to Heinrich Himmler in questions of personnel 


wan mn 


jurisdiction, As regards reserves and clothing, there was a special signal 
nd for this purpose. 

Q Was there a definite plan for the recruitment of the Waffen-SS as regards 
quantity and was it planned that the number of SS men should not exceed 10% of 
the army strength? 

A TI think that the increment did not correspond to a plan. It was a conse- 
quence of the fact that these divisions had proved to be good soldiers and that 


in the course of the war and especially diring crises the soldier had to go through 


many proofs and he had to be a good soldier, Tn addition to that we had, from 1943 
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onwards, divisions which consisted of volunteers of the Nordic countries, of 
so-called Volksdeutsche (members of the German people) and volunteers from the 
Eastem ak fran the Balkan States. At that time too we never exceeded the 107 
of the Army. 

Q In your capacity as a soldier, and here I want to refer to the preceding 
question, whom did you consider as your direct commander, Himmler or Hitler? 

A Our Supreme Commander was Hitler. We always reserved ourselves a certain 
criticism towards Himmler. 
Q Was the greater part of the Waffen-SS volunteers? 
A In peace time, yes. In war time part of the Waffen-SS was recruited by 
virtue of the so-called emergency law (Notstandsgesetz.) The rest of them were 
volunteers with the following exceptions: In the year 1941, XxXwr one division 
received 800 reservists fran the army; in the year 1942 in the divisions which 
were placed under my command, there was perhaps already one-third of drafted men, 
that is to say, not volunteers. The number of drafted men increased in the year 
1913 to almost one-half. In the year 19l4 it probably exceeded one-half. 

Q Were the volunteer recruitments based on ideological grounds? 

A No, these men were much too young in order to understand that. They 
were looking for a good troop, which was recognized. They wanted to serve a 
mechanized or armored troope 

Q These young men of whom you speak came, I think, from labor camps and 
from Hitler Youth? 

A They were young men who had to do military service and who had already 
done labor service and were members of the Hitler Youthe 


Q As regards the Wehrmacht, was it just like that, that the young men 


they recruited were from the labor camps and from the Hitler Youth? 
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A Yes, it was the same procedure also in the army, volunteers which were 
in most cases assigned to mechanized divisions, armored divisions, parachutists, 
and so on. 


0 Was the Waffen-SS educated with a view to specially cruel fighting and 





were such methods of cruel fighting taught in the education? 

A I must answer that with a clear "No," The instructions was supervised 
and directed by the Army. The commanders knew very well that this new troop 
had still to prove their qualities. It was also the demand of Heinrich Himmler 
who always said: "I request decency in life and in fight." I think at least the 
commanders have done this as regards to their own person. 

Q In the years 1943 and 1944 it is difficult still to speak of a "young" 
troop. Do you think this is the reason why the decent methods of fighting 
these principles announced by Himmler, Wax have changed? 

A The tremendous growth of the troop of course deteriorated the efficiency 
and personality of the troop. In the year 1940 we had 3 divisions. There were 
always new formations and in the long run we had already 30 divisions. In addition 
to that we had difficulties with the volksdeutsche (members of the German people) 
and volunteers who did not properly know the German language, so that the divisions 
we had at the end cannot be compared with the divisions we had in the beginning. 
This would be the case everywhere after a long war. 

Q Can you say, in spite of this, that the principle was still not to violate 
International Law and not to fight cruelly? 

A The principles, according to the Geneva Convention and to the Hague Con- 
vention, remained the same. I unfortunately remember a speech made by Heinrich 
— in 19l3, in which he mentioned the word "terror." It was meant terror 


which should proceed our troops. I told him that our success did not depend on 


terror but on every man doing his best. Besides it was stupid to speak of mk 
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terror, for an enemy who knows about that is so much the tougher. 

Q Was the Commissar Order (Kommissarbefehl) executed by the Waffen-SS? 

A The Commissar Order was only passed as Chefsache to the general commands. 
In 1941 the Waffen-SS had no general commands of its own. I personally did not 
receive this order from General Command of the Army. I only received an order, 
much later, which spoke about the separation of the Commissars. We could not 
recognize the Commissars. I cannot remember one single case in which the capture 
of a Commisar was reported. Whenever they were recognized as such the fact was 
madd known by the report of another prisoner, 

Q Could one say that the violation of the principles of human dignity were 
& Consequence of the expressions of Himmler? 

A I have already mentioned the speech of 1943. Heinrich Himmler almost 
never spoke to a troop as such. He only spoke to a part of his commanders and 
leaders who were in a position to translate his often very strong words into 
the language of the soldier. 

Q Do you think there were other reasons why violations of International Law 
and excesses against human dignity should take place? 

A In a long war such things always happen. The persons who committed such 
crimes keve hinê punished according to the laws of the army. Of course toward the 
end of the war the young commanders of companies, with short experience in the army, 
had a bad influence on the whole situation. 

Q Do you think that this was also the reason that the enemy were also very 
tough and violated certain conventions? 

COMMISSIONER MARTIN-HAVARD: This question is entirely immaterial. We 


are faced with the problem of ascertaining whether the organizations accused were 


criminal or not. Will you please pass on to the next question? 





COM. B. 





mU lll 


DR. PELCKMANN: I shall pass on to the next question but I should like 
to be permitted to explain why I have put this question. 

COMMISSIONER MARTIN-HAVARD: I think that we have only a very short time 
and as the whole cuestion is immaterial it is overruled and I request you to pass 
on to the next cuestion. 

© How far went the psychological influence of Himmler on the Waffen-SS? 

A I think that Himmler wanted to teach the Waffen-SS his ideological opinions. 
A troop which is on the front has a very critical sense as regards expressions of 
leaders in the Homeland. For the most part the utterances of Himmler had no great 


— — ee ع‎ — 


influence on the troops because they were passed on to the troops through inter- 


— — — 


mediation of the commanders and they knew what to tell the soldidrs. 
Q Could you quote the attitude of Heinrich Himmler as hostile to the troop? 
Was it recognized as such by the troop itself? 


A Heinrich Himmler by all means was an officer but he had no idea of military 


— — — — 





tasks proper and he under-estimated the real work within a troop and within a 
general staff. This the troops knew and accordingly had their own opinion of him. 

Q How can it be explained that in spite of the lack of knowledge of Heinrich 
Himmler, the troops performed such good feats? 

A In the beginning the troops consisted entirely of volunteers who had a 
very strong sense of cooperation and the relationship between leaders and led was 
excellent. The instructors were men who came from the Regular Army and had ex- 
perience from the first world war and used that experience to train the new troops. 

Q What was the relationship of the Waffen-SS to the police activities of 
Heinrich Himmler, especially relating to the Gestapo and the concentration camps? 

A We had no connection whatever with these organizations. It was an intentional 


deceit of Heinrich Himmler that these guards in the concentration camps were called 


Waffen-SS, for budgetary reasons only because they were only relieved from service 
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with the Wehrmacht for that reason. There was no exchange of personnel and 
there were no contacts with the Gestapo, Sipo and SD either. 

Q Were the guard companies in the concentration camps just referred to 
called Waffen-SS as well? 

A That expression was used in the central agencies in Berlin. During the 
actions I never knew that they were calling themselves Waffen-SS. 

Q Did the Verfuegungstruppe or the Waffen-SS either before the war or 
during the war have any police function and did Higher-SS and Police officials 
belong to the leadership? 

A The Verfuegungstruppe and Waffen-SS never performed police tasks, only 
the Death Head Brigades before the war. The Hicher-SS and Police Leaders were 
Biisk of Police. Only in the year 1944 these generals became SS Generals too 
when Himmler became Supreme Commander of the Home Army and as such got control 
of the prison camps of the Wehrmacht; according to the general convention, these 
were supposed to be only members of the armed forces. 

Q What did you know during the war about the so-called Einsatzgruppe or 
"disposition squads?" 

A I knew the same as probably the leaders of the Regular Army knew, that is, 
that Himmler put parts of the SD into the ranks of the Regular Army with the task 
to requisition material and supervise the civil population. Only during my im- 
prismment did I learn that within these Finsatzgruppe were also small parts of 


—* Waffen-SS, altogether perhaps three or four companies, that is 600 men, for 
— — 


— 


real protective tasks. 
Q Was the fighting against the partisans a special task of xh the Waffen-SS? 
A That fighting was not a special task of the Waffen-SS. The fight against 


the partisans was a matter of military police far behind the lines which was 
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performed by agencies of the Army, by security divisions, by Landesschutzenverbaende, 
as well by generals of the army as by local leaders of the SS and Police, with 


police regiments, and in exceptional cases also with Waffen-SS if it was just 


in the area. x The divisions themselves always were used at the front. 
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CROSS EXAMINATION 
BY MR. ELWYN JONES: 

Q Witness, you joined the Verfruegungstruppe in 
1954, didn't you? 

A Yes, as a commander of that school in 1934. 

8 Did you tell them how they ought to carry out the 
killing of these Jews in 1954? Was that mrt of the train- 
ing you gave them in your Verfruegungstruppe school? 

A On the 13th of June, 1954, I was in the SA 
preserve of the officers and I was not sen SS man yet. 

Y r Q When did you join? Which month did you join? 
a A The first of November, 1% 4. 

Q You knew that the SS by then already had & 
lot of blood on it's hands, didn't you? 

A When I joined? 

e Yes. 

A Only that blood that was shed legally by order 
of Adolph Hitler on the 13th of June 1934 against rebellion. 

KEXXkZXXxmikm 

Q I won't argue with you about words, husexmurdexx 
ofxXummx as to whether those murders of June were murders 
or not. I am going to suggest to you, you trained these 
young men to be killers. 

A.X&X I only educated these men later on and + didn't 


ers 
train them to be murder$ but to be soldiers, 


XX 
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Q Did the Waffen SS know of the bioligical 
experiments of Dr. Rascher? 

A I know nothing of these experiments. 

Q Did the Waffen S" know anything about the atroc- 
ities in the concentration camps? 

A lt was the same ignorance which prevailed among 
the Waffen SS and mzpmE as did generally in the German 
people. Heinrich Himmler made always a special secret. 

Q Did you personally know atout these things 
during the war? | 

A I never knew anything. 1f we had known this 
face of “einrich Himmler then certainly the experiments 
would have come to an ende 

Q I have a final question. As Chief of an Army 
group you commanded units of the army, as well as units 
of the Waffen 7 

A In the mass I commanded divisions of the army 
and only a few divisions of the Waffen SS. 

Q Haye you been assigned —“ military 
expert to describe the fighting on the Western front? 

A Yes, ever since the beginning cf Jm uary, 1946, 
I worked in the history division of the war department, 


(A ten minute recess is t aken) 
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CROSS EXAMINATION 
BY MR. ELWYN JONES: | 

6 Witness, you joined the Verfrosgungs truppe in 
1984, didn't you? 

A Jes, as a commander of that school in 1934. 

8 Did you tell them how they ought to carry out the 
killing of these Jews in 1934? Was that mrt of tho trains 
ing you gave them in your Verfruegungstruppe school? 

A On the 15th of dune, 15 4, I was in the SA 
reserve of the officers and 1 was not an SS man yet. 

Q When did you join? “hich month did you join? 

A The first of November, 1% 4. 

0 You knew that tho 55 by then already had a 
lot of blood on it's hands, didn't you? 

A “hen I joined? 

8 les, 

A Only that blood that was shed legally by order 
of Adolph Hitler on the 15th of June 1954 against rebellions 

Q I won't argue with you about SR ی‎ 
ofÉqcalanaıx as to whether those murders of dune were murders 
or note I am going to suggest to you, you trained these 
young men to be killers. 

Axy I only educated these men later on and i didn't 


train them to be murders put to be soldiers, 


fx 
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Q Did you teach them that certain races Nazî 
Germany desired to turn into slaves, or destroy those who 
were sub-humans? 

A lt is tremendous nonsense, all of this talk of 
inferior races, 

Q Did Hitler talk nonsense about it? 

A Also he, because the scientific basis was still 
unsettled. 

Q It was tremendous nonsense that resulted in the 
delibe ate killing of six million Jews and millions of 
Poles, Russians, Czechs and Yugo Slavs and anywhere your 
troops went, that is the nonsense it was? 

A All of that was not done by the Waffen SS but 
by Heinrich Himmler and a small circle of his men. These 
things were not in the sphere of our educational progr% s» 

Q You have mentioned you have heard Himmler's speech 
of terror in 1% 4, was that his Speech of Terror? 

A No, that was his speech at Karkov. 

Q Who was present at that speech in Karkov in April, 
1943? 

A Part of the Commanders of the troops located 
around Éarkov, 

Q How many commanders were there? 


A Perhaps fifty. 


Q What was their rank? 
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A All commanders of regiments or divisions, and 
below that those who were just not at the front. 

Q And I take it that these Commanding officers 
repeated to their units the words of Himmler? 

A I repeat what I said before. That those officers 
who were present had not the power of expression and did 
not pass on these wards of Himmler to their troops. 

9 Now at that Karkov lecture which you heard, 
Himmler must have made it clear to you he was a mAEZXEXE 
mass murderer? 

A He was not that stupid, that wuld have meant 


— — —— 


the creation of an opposition, 
Tl * Are you seriously saying that, because you are 
on oath, you know? 

A Yes, 

Q Now let me read the record f what Himmler said 
to you and the other officers of the SS that day. J am read- 
ing from 1919 PS, Exhibit US 170, I am reading ma excerpt 
from page 3 of the German text. It starts-fjust to test 
your interest in murders, you have said Himmler only 
mentioned terror, and I am suggesting to you he mentioned 
mass murder, Now as to the “ussians, this is what he told 
yous 


"It is my opinion, and here I believe I am spesk- 


ing to men who already understand this, that we must conduct / 4 
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the war and our compaign on these lines.  XNYXNKXXXMNX How 

can we take the most men from the Russians, dead or alive, 

we have to do it, by killing them or taking them prisoners 

and really putting them to work, by endeavoring to take as 
much control as possible of any land we may occupy, and by 
leaving empty of people any territory we dispose of and any 
area we take from the enemye Actually they must be transpor ted 
and used as labor in Germany." “id you hear Himmler say that? 

A les, for the Waffen SS 1t was only valid that we 
had to kil1 and capture men in combat, This was a natural 
law of war. But we didn't send anybody to the rear, We 
never shifted any populations and we ne ver administered any 
conquest, 

Q I will just reato you another paragraph that Himmler 
said to you on that day. it is on page 2 of the English text 
and it is on page 7 of the German text. 

"Anti-semitism is exactly the same as de-lousing, 
getting rid of lice is not a question of idealogy, it is 
a matter of cleanliness. In just the same way, anti-semitism 
for us has not been a question of idealogy but a matte of 
cleanliness and now will soon have been dealt with. We 
shall soon be 46-1008604. We have only 20,000 lice left 
and then the matter is finished within the whole of Germany.” 
Did you hear Himmler say that? ^ 


t 


A lt was a matter of bad taste, the whole thing and 


A 
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we had other tasks to perform than to worry much about expres- 
sions like that, | 

Q Xou say it was a matter of bad taste? It must 
have been quite clear to you 1t was in inatéstion these 
unfortunate Jewish people were being murdered, wasn't 1t? 

AR He only spoke cf Germany, and there was not one 

word which permits the conclusion of murder. It might 
have been evacuation or othor purposed. 

Q Are you seriously saying, witness, you didn't 
know at that late date, in “pril, 1943, when already millions 
of Jews had been murdered, that this murderous program was 
not going on? 

A I still believe that these main atrocities were 
committed at a later date. | 

Q What atrooities do you know of that had been 
committed already then? You stated the main atrocities, 
tell the Commission what atrocities you knew of on that 
day? | 

A I heard about these ohly after I was taken 
prisoner. You will have to admit that we who were fighting 
day by dey had other worries to look &fter and other thoughts 
to follow other than to verify rumors which might come 
froj anywhere, 

Q Did you hear rumors? You admit, do you, you 


did hear at least rumors about these murders? 
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A When I was a prisoner, not before, 

Q Xes, but you just stated you were too busy fighting 
to follow up these rumors, you Knowe I am taking the words 
out of your mouth? 

A But these rumors did not concern themselves to 
practice, but to measures being taken at homes 

Q As to the conduct of your divisions in their war 
against Russia, this is what Himmler told you in that April 
at Karkove I am now reading from the last paragreph of 1919 
PS, which is U 8 Exhibit 170: 

"We have only one task, to stand firm and carry 

on the struggle without mercy. I will now say again diêwinx 
#xuîıxenûyxkodayxaalı&€xkaxyenx something which I already today 
said to the men elsewhere. We will never let that excellent 
conception, the dread and va Lor reputation which proceeded 
us in the battle for Sarkow Say, but will constantly add 
new meaning to ite ‘They can call us what they like in the 
world, the main thing is that we are enternally loyal, 
patriotic, steadfast, unconquerable men of the German people 
and the Fuehrer, the 8S of the German Reich." 

AX I have already stated here that the word "terror" 


which I remember, was £x attacked by myself, 
Q Did you get up in that meeting of the regimental 


commanders of the SS divisions and & ttack Himmler? 
A I only attacked this single ward. 
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Q You got up in the meeting, did you? 
A Noe 
3 Why not? 


£ Bocause soldiers do not do such things, that 18s 
with the Supreme Commander, only from man to mafe 

Q XXX Even though the Supreme Commander is preache 
ing murder and terror, wasn't it your duty as a decent man, 
which Í under stand you hold yourself out to be, to protest 
| then end there? 

A The word "murder" was neva’ mentioned, and as 
regards the word "terror" I told him from man to man that 
our efficiency cannot be derived from terror, but only from 
each man who is doing his beste 

Q What did he say in reply to that? 

A That was what he used to say + you don't undere 
stand that. That is your conception ax in your caja city 
as en old General, | 

Q It appo ars from 1919 PS that Himmler had in fact 
been addressing your men in connection with this Karkov 
business, did he hola a mass meeting of the troops in 
your divisions?. 

A In our èözadèpê kek, the Puehrer and also the 1 a 
belonged to the men, this 1s one single conceptione 

0 Now look here, Himmler says hero? "I will now 
say again something which I have already said again to 


the men elsewhere". He was at that time addressing the 
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officers and he was referring there to something he had said 
to tho men, wasn't he? 

A ^e had addressed another part of the troops befare, 
but it could only have been a small part because the divisions 
were on the front. 

Q ‘what part of what divisions did he address’ 
A ihere were three divisions, the first, second and 
third SS armored 041713101288 ne part of them was on front 


dutYe De could only nave acaressea a part ol neo nion 


ct 
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were located near Karkov, xamx some parts of the Lelbstandar 
L was not present at that meetinge 

Q Did you receive any report of what he said at 
the meeting? 

A Nos 

Q tou didn't hear hls famous closing speech? 

A NO, i was not prosent when he made that speech 
and 1 never 010 receive it, 

IN AÙ what date did Himmler teil you he requested 
decendy in Lifet 

a This was a general principlee + cannot state 
any exact dûa tes 

Q Were you at Metz in 1941 when Hittler addressed 
the officers of the Liebstandarte of Adolph Hitler? 

A Ao, I was not there and + do not know tho speech, 


Q Just toll me and the Commissioner what units 


of the “affen SS you served in in the course of the war work?! 
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Q Did the Waffen S5 know of the bloligical 
experiments of Dre Rascher? ^" 

A L know nothing of these exp rimonts, 

Did the Waffen S" know anything about the atroce 
ities in the concentration camps? 

E ^t was the samo imorance which prevailed among 
the Waffen SS and sapag as did generally in the German 
people. Heinrich Himmler made always a special secret. 

Q Vid you personally know at ut these things 
during the war? 

A I never know mythinge ^f we had known this 
face of “einrich Himmler thon certainly the e periments 
would have come to an ond, 

Q i have a final quostion,. As Chief of an Amy 
group you commanded units of the army, as well as units 
of the Waffen 837? 

A In the mass I commanded divisions of the army 
‘and only a few divisions of the Waffen S5. 

task 

Q Haye you been assigned the/£mx as military 
expert to describe the fighting on the estern front? 

A tes, ever since the beginning of Ja uary, 1946, 


I worked in the history division of tho war department. 


(A ten minute recess is taken) 
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officers and he was referring there to something he had said 
to the men, wasn't he? 

A ^e had addressed another part of the troops before, 
but it could only have been a small part because the divisions 
were on the front. 

Q What part of what divisions did he address? 

A There were three divisions, the first, second and 
third SS armored divisionse One part of them was on front 
duty. He could only have addressed a part of them which 
were located near Karkovy, xasm some parts ofthe Leibstsndarte,. 
1 was not present at that meeting. 

Q Did you Kiseive any + anê of what he said at 
the meeting? 

A No. 

9 You didn't hear his famous closing speech? 

A No, 1 was not present when he made that speech 
and I never did receive it, 

Q At what date did Himmler tell you he requested 
decency in life? 

a This was a general principle. icannot state 
any exact date. 

Q Were you at Metz in 1941 when Hittler addressed 
the officers of the Liebstandarte of Adolph Hitler? 

A No, I was not there and i do not know the speech. 


Q Just tell me and the Commissioner what units 


of the Waffen SS you served in in the course of the war work? 
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A I started in the second division, 

Q Did this have some name attached to it, name the 
division? 

A Lt was called the Das Reich. 

Q Where did you serve with the Das Reich and on 
what dates? 


A 1940 on the Western front. 
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Q “hich part of the Western Front? 

A in Holland, Northern France, and afterwards 
were were located in Holland. Then during a short time 
we participated in the campaign of Belgrade, in the year 
1941, when we were assigned to the Eastern Front, the 


central section, until the middle of October 1941. 


Q You were still with Das Keich Division? 
A Yes, 

Q where, in “‘ussia? 

A In the central sector of the front until 


the middle of October, when I was wounded, 
d, "hen did you go back to serve in the SS, 
and what unit did you serve in there, and where? 
A From July 1942 when the general command 
was set up and located in France. In January 1943 until 
August on the Eastern front. Scuthern part of the Eastern 
front, second SS Corps; then Northern italy until the 
end of the war. 
Who 
© _/did you serve with in Northern Italy? 
A Wîth the same unit. 
Q Ihe Second SS Armored Corps? 
A les. In the beginning of January in France, 
MR MONNERAY: Where’ 
THE WITNESS: In the Southern Normandy. 
BY MR JONES: 


4j and that was still with the Second SS 
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Armored Corps? 
A Yes, but with other divisions under the same 


general command. 


2 Which division were you serving under in 
Normany ? 

A Ine divisions were subordinated. 

Q de was on the Corps staff? 

A we had a general command and a corps, which 


was alternatively subordinate divisions. In Northern 
Prance the 9th and lOth SS Livisions were placed under 

the command of this general command. In “earch we were 
transferred to the Eastern front. Southern part of the 
Eastern front. After the invasion, transferred to Normandy. 

3 With your “orps? 

A fes. With the Second Division. On the 28th 
of June I handed over this corps and I became Supreme 
commander of the 7th Army of the Reichswehr in Normandy. 
After Fel&ise I was again wounded. At the end of 
January 1945 I became supreme commander of the Army Group 
G, southern part of the Western front. Until the 4th 
of April, when somebody else took over. 

Q Where, exactly, was your Group G in the 
southern part of the Western front? 

| A south of Trier, to the border of Switzerland, 


alternatively partly northward over the Moselle. Then 


I commanded over the front sector of the Rhine. 
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Q Was the Second SS Panzér Division under 
your command? 
A Only in Normandy. 
In 1944? 
From the end of June onward. 
< Was the SS Panzer Division Hitler Jungen 


under you in July 1944? 


is Noe 

Q You know their terrible reputation, I take 
Lee 

A During my captivity here I heard something 


unfavorable about it. 

Q Never heard anything about them when they 
were serving very near to your corps in July 1944? 

A No. “uch a thing you don't hear when the 
battle is on. 

2 The 29th Regiment Division oí the Panzer 
Grenadier -- was that also under you? 


A No. Which division is it? 


Q We have no information as to the division. 
A Ihe 4rmy division, or the SS division? 
@ Was the Hermann Goering Division serving 


under you in Italy? 


A No, it was in Southern Italy. 


Q Was that a division of the 38? 
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A No. It was a division of the Luftwaffe. 
Q You have said that the Waffen-SS did not 


carry out police tasks. 

À No. 

< Did you know that in fact the Waffen-SS 
used to carry out shootings and hangings in the pro- 
tectorate of Bohemia and Moravia? 

A Ihere were, as a matter of fact, a part 
of the Waffen-SS in Bohemia and Moravia, but what they 
did when Heydrich was killed I do not know. 

Q this was before Heydrich was killed. Did 
you know that Juettner, SS Gruvpenfuehrer and General 
Lieutenant of the WAffen-SS wrote you on the 4th of 
October 1941, all battalions of the Waffen-SS in the pro- 
tectorate of Bohemia and Moravia, will be brought forth 
for shootings and relative for the supervision of hang- 
ings. And then this Document 1972-PS, US 471, then 
lists for Prague, 99 shootings; 21 hangings in Ehrie 
e4 shootings, 17 hangings, total 1911 executions, 
including 16 Jews. 

A l cannot know mything about it because it 
was on that very day that I was wounded on the Eastern 


front. 
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Q Who was this man Juettner. He belonged to 
the SS Puehrungshauptemt, didn't he? 

A Juettner was a chief of the SS Fuehrungs- 


hauptamt. There was our central administrative office 
in Berlin. 

3 And l am suggesting to you that that is a 
typical illustration of the fact that whenever execution- 
ists were needed the.men of the Waffen-SS were used as 
executioners or hangmen. 

A l claim the contrary. These units as were 
used as executioners were police units and reservist 
units. 

Q But perfectly under the direction of the 
Headquarters of the SS? 

under 

A I do not know/whose direction they were in 
the protectorate. Probably under the command of the 
19811 62-535 in Bohemia and Moravia. 

% Do you know that the members of the SD and 
the Gestapo and other of the instruments of terror 
were drawn from the Waffen-SS? 

A I don't believe that. ‘hey only had a same 
uniform. And I can only repeat that SS only means Himmler 
and a small clique of criminals around Himmler. 


a You see, this is what Guenther Dalquen, 


who wrote the history of the SS, says in Document 2294-15 و‎ 
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of the verfuegungstruppes Those chosen SS‏ م 
zn n 4 m 1 ke ¬‏ 
troops trained during four years service under the‏ 


gu nera= 


severest conditions offers equally the best rising 
tions for future leaders and subordinete leaders of the 
GeneralSS, the Police, am the Security Service. 


Do you agree with that? 


A I don't understand. 
2 (The question is repeated to the witness. 


m That was probably the idea of Guenther 
Dalquen and the idea of Himmler, that later on the future 
men should be drafted from those verfuegnungstruppe. 


MR JONES: No further questions. 


IR MONNERAY: I have a few questions, 
BY MR. MONNERAY 5 
d Do you maintain that you have no knowledge 


^ 


of the use of Waffen-SS units against civilian population, 
is that right? 

A I don't know what you mean by the word "used"; 
of. course, the Waffemn-58 could be assigned to such taks 
as fighting against partisans but actually as an 
executionist - they were never used, 

d Şo one of the units of the Waffen-SS was 


engaged in the task of fighting partisans, is that right? 


A All that I can say is that this was one of 


the tasks of the 55 in the front; but it was not a typical 
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task, just the same as it was a task of the reguler army. 

Û Vo you know of any units of the German 
organization that specialized in fighting partisans? 

A No.  ihese were Security Division, L-andes- 
schutzen Division = older age groups - which were meant 
to maintain security in the rear. 

= Do you know that that part of the Waffen-SS 
were active in France on resistence movements? 

bù l only heard of one isolated case in Southern 

france. We who were in Normandy had no need to fight 
pertisans. 


What was an isolated case 


A L only heard of it here -- it was Oradour. 
Q Did you follow what was happening to your 


former division.... 


A Yes -- I knew in which territory they were 
fighting. 
Q Do you know that your division was active 


in the operations in france? 

A I only know that I arrived from Southern 
trance in Normandy, isolated in single groups, and too 
late. 

Q And why did they &rrive too late? This 
division -- vhy did it arrive too late? 


A Because the Army in the south only released 


them because they expected landings in the south. 
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Q So that this division made a report about 
the circumstances of carrying preparations through 
France, is that correct? 

A Perhaps to the comma der of their division, 
but not to me, who was a commander of the Army group. 

Q tf they had met any fighting or any enemy 
activity, had they to report to the Army? 

A No. 

< 5o that you maintain that the Army had no 
interest at all in the question whether or not a part 
of the Army, of the Division, met with enemy activities? 

A Only to their own commander, that particular 


division, the First Army, but not to me. 


3 And you were under which Army? 
A I had the Seventh Army in Normandy. 
Q And you had no knowledge of what was going 


on in other parts of France? 
A If somebody goes too far in his own self- 


defense then he doesn't tell it on, and nobod 


1 
ct 
O 
i 
Qi 


me 
anything. 
y What are you talking now about self-defense? 
A Because Ih eard it here in captivity that 
this was an Army secret and the troops kept it to themselves. 
DR PELCKMANN: No, interpreter, he didn't say 


an Army secret. He said "this was a secret Army." 


Correct that, 
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the First Army also a Waffen-SS 


(^ 


SS armies at the close 


itself had 


Seventh Army 1 commanded was a group 
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regular Army of the Reichswehr. 

DR PELCKMANN: And so was the First Army? 

THE WITNESS: Yes. 

Q Şo you do not know whether the parts of 
the Vivision SS had set tasks against resistence move- 
ments in rrance? 

A I don t know that. It is possible that 
local commanders gave orders to such an effect. 

Q And the local conmanders of those divisions 
were commanded to do so, and according to general 
instructions, were they not? 

A How far these orders went I could'nt 
supervise. Of course, they had to defend themselves. 

DR PELCKMANN:. Correction there. The witness 
didn't say he "couldn't". He meant he "can't", 

MR MONNERAY: 

Q In your own army command did you give any 
instructions as far as the civilian population was 
concerned? 

A Noe 

Q You were not interested at alyin the 


attitude of the civilian population behind your lines, 


were you? 
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A in the battles of the Normandy the civilian 
population was gone for the greatest part -- there were 
only small parts. 4nd with the Army, Group G, were in 
German territory. 

4k MONNZRAY: No further questions. 

IHE COMMISSIONER: Any questions, defense counsel? 

DR PELCKMANN: Four or five. 

BY DR PELCKMANN : 
A l still have to go back to what the repre- 


sentative of the French prosecution said in order to 


clarify matters. ^ tee / * 

What did you hear about ‘fat? - which some 
part of the Waffen-SS had - on their way from the southern 
part oi France to the Normandy front? 

A 1n the disposition of the accusation I believe 
1 heard about three cases, 

Q You only heard about it after the cessation 
of hostilities? 

A Yes. 

Q Is it the fact that you didn't know about these 


incidents that have happened before the arrival of these 
troops at the battle front? 


CORRECTION BY INTERPRETER TO COMMISSIONER: "That 


these troops were not under your commend at all before 


they arrived in Normandy."  "hange that. 
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A Of course, I dîdn't get any report from them 
because they were not under my command before their 
arrival. 

U Çan one conclude from the fact that you had 
no knowledge of these incidents, that you never cared 
about operations in battle of parts or small units of 
your troops? 

A i could only take care of those divisions 
which were under my command, while there were about 
0 or 40 divisions on all battle fronts. 

d ls it correct that you took care of those 
troops’ which were under your command and that in 
their turn they did report to you about their actions. 

A It was my duty to be interested in the 
methods of fighting of those troops under my command, 

3 May I repeat the question. Is it the 
duty of these troops, and on your part as well, to 
report to you and to higher quarters asain? 

A They had to report if there were crimes 
or offenses., The commander had to report to higher 

{ 
authority. “hey had to report as regards actions; 
as regards crimes their superior had to make a report. 

Q Can you reaffirm that you did your duty 

as far as you told us now, and can you reaffirm that 


your commanders subordinated to you did their duty? 


A Yes e 
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& Did you care about the attitude of your 
troops towards the French civilian populations, or 


civilian 
the Russian or Polish/populations? 


A Everywhere the troops lived with the popu- 
lation, and good treatment always pays. We met with these 


experiences in the Last as well as in the west, 

Q Did you give appropriate instructions to 
the troops? 

A “hese instructions are part and parcel of 
the preparation and it was taught according to the 
rules of the general convention, the Hague Rules. 

Q Vid you receive reports of a general bad 
behavior of your troops toward the civilian population? 

A isolated cases were punished. Venerally 
the relationship was good. 

Q You told us that you heard the speech of 
Himmler at Charkow. Was it the only speech of 
Himmler you heard during the war? 

A No, he was already with the Division in 
Holland in 1940, where he also spoke to the leaders 
and commanders. 

Q Did the men or the officers hear such speeches 


rather frequently or was it that you heard these speeches 


just once or twice during the war? 
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A For the commanders and leaders it was once 
or twice. l'or the men, it was almost never, 

Q Just before you heard a report about those 
hangings and shootings of Juettner on the l4th of 
October 1941 in Bohemia and Moravia -- U. 5. 471 -- do 


first 


00 
5 


you know that this report of Juettner is th 
report in which he complains of the use of Waffen-55 


units for these executions? 


B ! E ms . F - } بت‎ + ` | 9 
A I don't know it. l can understand it. 
LÊ, 1 TÎ T E n " \ م‎ ten ; Yr i fi¬ e - wry 
CORRE CTIC IN. BY 1 THIRD LATI; RPRETERH: inat Was 


"I very well understmd it."  "hange that. 
3 Do you know that this report was made only 
wi th ne purpose of giving reason for their complaint? 


A I cannotknow that, because I was elsewhere, 


DR PELCKMANN. Thank you. 


ine witness as dismissed, 


A recess declared 
until the next day. 
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Ihe foregoing is a true and correct transcript 


of the testimony of General Paul Hausser taken on 
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19 July 1946, 
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^ Uns tho Weffon-SS 00116500 with a view to specially cruol 
^ Soh دوس دك مم‎ eh 3 ¬ AYONA 
ficktine ond wore suck uothods of emol fighting taught in the educa 


" The instructions 


1 I must answor that with a clear "No. 
wis suporvisod cond directed by tho “IFT. Tho cermricndors know very 
uis nov troop hed still to provo their qu.litics. it 

j 1 of heinrich 1 mo olwavs solê: " I request 
wis clso tho domend of bBoeinrich Hinmler who clways sic: qu 
doecney in lifo cnd in fight," I think «t loast tho cormandors 
vo donc this cs rog.rds to thoir own person, 

Q ln tho yocrs 1943 and 19424 it is difficult still to spoaX 


ماه 


of 2 "~~owna" troop. Do you think this is tho ronson why the doconct 
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notlods of fi-hting troso principios nnouncoc 5j Hirmlor, heve 
chan LE vod — ? 
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4 Tho trorondous growth of the troop ci courso Coteriorated 


^ E Ê 4. 45 Lu. — * — OS ¬7 
tho officioney ¿nd »orsonality of the troop, In tho yeer 1940 wg 
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lone run wo hid clready 30 divisions. In addition to that wo bac 
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Aifficultios with the volksdoutsche (nmoubors of the German people 
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wo had in the »oginninge This would be the case cverywhoro carter 
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Can you sey, in spite of this, that the principle was 


te Intormeations1 baw ind not to fight cruelly? 


— 


still not to viol- 
A Tho principles, according to the Goneva Convention and 
to the Hazue Convention, ronginod tho sane, l unfortunately 
ronlenwer o spcech rado by Heinrieh Eimmler, in 1945, in which he 
mentioned the word “terror.” It was meant torror which should 
proceed our troops. I told hin that our suceoss did not depend on 
terror but on ovory man doing his best, Besides it was stupid to 
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spook of terror, for an onony who knows about that is so much tho 
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da tbo. Cormisssr Yrdor معت‎ only pcesod as Chefscchc to tho 
00110261 comicnds, In 1941 tho -Offon=-SS rad no zenomral cormicnds of 
kts cwn. I pcm»sonc lly Gia not rocoivo this order fron Ccnorcl 
Commend of tho „DEVÊ. I only rocoivod an ordor, imch later, which 
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Sporo cow the soporction of tho Commissars, to could not rocogsz- 


in which the 


tı 
و‎ 
3 
© 
Q 
Ca 


5 + 4 m لك ۹۹ہو‎ ~~ T re ^ “ر‎ = ~ı. «` e» T - 
nizo tio Corrisscrs, i emnot ronorm>scr ono ع‎ 
C. Y^ turo — 3 e^ Corris: "^ wc v ex “1 حم‎ © (^ ^ - d 8 Ta ^ ` ) "t (p —— =.>. ` ma - ححصم‎ - = - ^" 
t ULLA A J. i-e V مف .غا‎ a cê Yeu. Ə pc ı1 Uc e 1:0Dn0 V Cr 41407 WOI Q J ccon LOC 
و‎ x5, ¬ . Bids aa عو‎ lia z n x 1. : 
uio LOCt wos made Imown oy the report of another ori isonor, 


Bi Could one sey thet the violction of the principles of 
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, + lave clrosdy mentioned tho sooccl of 19235.  Loinrich 
Lin:ior closet navor s poko to 2 troop as such lo spoke to n» por 
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SOULE dike to bo 001111 0ن‎ to explain why I havo put this quostion. 
nm. m dui m * E. = 
think that we havo only با‎ Vo 
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SHOPE tixx end os tho wholo Cvestion is inuv-toricl ît is overrulod 
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ê L think that Hiiilor 73500 to teach the 177112622555 his 
icooloziesl opinions, A troop which is on tho front c vory 
critics sonso os meords oxprossions of leaders in tho Homoland, 

For the nost part tho uttorcneos of Hiixilor had no great influonco 
on tho troops Doecuso thoy were passed on te the troop hrouzh 
intoriodiction cf tho cormcnáors cand they knew what to tell tho 
sclciors, 

G Could you cucto the attitude of Heinrich Linmilor as hostilo 
to tho troop? Wes iU rocomnizoc as such by the troop itself? 

ài foginrich Himmler Dy cll mocns ws cn cfficor Dut he hod no 
idea of nilitcry tesks proper anc he under-cstincted the roal work 
Within c sonoral stir. Mis the troops mov anc accordingly 
Lcd their own opinion of Lin, 

3 how econ it bo explained th.t in spite of tho k ck of know l- 
ozo of Hoinrich Hilo», the troops porformed such good feats? 

i in tro bozinninz the trcops consisted entiroly of volun- 
tocrs who i vory strong senso cf coopor.tion onda the rolation- 
$15 totwoon 15200518 ond lod was oxoollont, Tko instructors wero 

on who cano fron tho jJtopulcr Ary ond hed oxporicnes from tho 
first pl wor and ugód th.t oxoorioneo to trcein tho now troops, 

* Went was the rolectionship of the Weffon-S to tho polic o 
stivitics cf toinrich Himlor, cspceiclly rolating to tho Gostapo 
na the concentri.tion oops? 

Si o had no connection whrtever with those org-nizotions, 

it was cn intontion-i deceit of Hoinrich Himmlcr thet theso cucrds 
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the wor or Curing the wor hive any police funtion cni dic Bîghom-55 


onc. Polico officials »dolong to tho lo:dership? 
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da iyo Vorfuozungstruppo ond Vaffon-St nover performed police 
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tasks, only tho boc.th “eod Drizc&es oofocro tho vor, the “igher-S5 
nd Police Locders woro Gonorcls of Police, Only in tho yocr 1944 


those ronorcls vocare SE Genorcls toc whon simlor became Süpron 
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Cormucncoer cf the somo aruy and as such cot control of the prison 
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1 T - ê... . » + + 35 * - „2: te? و عر‎ - 

A + Imew tho sario as probably tho locdors of the Regsulkr 
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aruy know, that is, that “irmler put 2255 of the SD into the ranks 
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just in the croc. the divisions thomselves clways were used ot tho 
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tioso Jows in 1934? c8 that port cf tho training yo 


5struppo school? 
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UC you, 


ds On the 13th of Juno, 1934, I wos in the SL rosorvo cf 
tho cfficcrs and 4 v.s not on SS.men yote 

2 hen did you join? lich month aid you join? 

, Tko first cf Uovortber, 1934. 

^ You knew tikt the SS by thon 07دوظطلاء‎ hed a lot cf 
on it's hinds, cidn't you? 

4 hon J jcined? 

9 los, 

tid Oniy thet blood. that was skod le tally by oraer of 
hitler cn tho 13th of Juno 1974 1st redollion, 

2 l won't argue with you about words, <s to whethor 
murders of June wore murdprs or not, I cn coing to suggost 
you trcainod those younz men to bo killers, 

"nm I only oducated these men lator on and I didn't tı 
thori to 5o rurdorors Dut to Do soldiors, 


2)87 
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إلا 


` 

Q Di? the Waffen SS know of the biolirical experiments of Dr. ?aseher? 

A I know nothing of these experiments. 

Q Did the "affen S9 know anything about the atrocities in the concentratio. 
camps? 


A ilt was the same ignorance which prevailed among, the Waffen SS and as 
cid generally in the German peopic. "einrich Himmler made always a special 
secret e 

0 Did you personally know about these things curine the war? 

A I never know anything. lf we ha2 known this face of Heinrich Himmler 
then certainly the experiments would have come to an ende. 

) I have a final question. is Chief of an Army group you commanded units 
of the army, as well as units of the #affen SS? 


û In the mass 1 commandad divisions of the army and only a few divisions 


D2 
D 
< 
© 


you been assigned the task as military export to describe the 


fighting on the western front? 


A "eS, ever since the beginning of January, 1945, I worked in the history 

vision of the war department. 
(A ten minute recess is taken) 
0000 2.2 > LON 

BY MR ELWYN JONES: 
Q Witness, you joined the Verfrucgungstruppe in 1934, cicn't you? 
A ^os, as a caonmander of that school in 193h. - 
Q Dic you tell them how they ought to carry out the killing of these Jews 


in 193)? Was that part of the training you gave-them in your Vorfrueguncstruppe 


û On the 13th of June, 193l, I was in the SA reserve of the officcrs and 
I wes not an SS man yet, 
Q "hon did you join? “hich month did you join? 


ù the first of November, 193h, 


D 
Ö 
wi 


knew that the 33 by then already had a lot of blood on it's hands, 
didn't you? 


a "hen I joined? 


208 
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Q Yos, 

A Only that blood that was shed legally by ord-r of AColph Hitler on the 
13th of June 193l, acainst rebellion, 

Q I won't argue with you about words, as to whether those murders of June 
were murcers or not, I ain “cing to surzost to you, you trained these young men 
to be killers, 

à i only educated these men later on and I didn't train them to be 


murcerers, but to be soldiers, 


21,89 
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Q 244 you teach them that certain races Nazi Germany desired to turn into 
Slaves, or destroy.those who w= > ^^. xmans? 


A it is tremendous nonsense, all of this talk of infsrior races, 


4 "i? Hitler talk nonsense abont it? 


À Also he, because the scientific basis was still unsettle, 


4 it was tremen‘ous nonsense that resulted in the deliberate kii:ing of 


1 ^ = 
*1 


ad a end "E T uad s 55 E a “ LI a r 0. Û &2 an | " ' + E ` 
Six miilion Jews and millions of roles, fussians, “zechs anî ugo olavs and 


A 
1 
. 


anyımere your troops went, that is the nonsense it was 


٠ 4 ll of that was not done by the "affen SS but by Heinrich Himmler and 


5 small circle of his men. Those things wire not in the sphere of our educati on- 


"^ 1 „AL p» 0] i 1 ela 
was that his speech of terror? 
١ ^ do Ta es 6 : H 4 $51 mde Y'A. —— 
4 ho, that was his speech at Karkov, 


4 


4 “ho was present at that speech in Karkov in April, 1913? 


A Fart of the "omman'ers of the ‘ ops Located aroun? Xarkov eé 
4 dow many comnan?ors were there? 

ù Ferhaps fifty. 

Q “hat was thir rank? 


Lr 


a All commanders of rozinonts or ‘Lvisions, and below that those who were 


Q enl ل‎ take it that these "ommanding officers repeated to their units 


ct 
E 
(v 


worls of Einnler? 
i  l repeat what 7 said before. that those officers who were present ha? 
not the power of expression and êj4 not pass on these words of Himmler to their 


4. n 
Ur Of "DS à 


Q low at that Karkov lecture which you heard, Himmler must have made it 
4 “e was not that stupid, that would have meant the creation of an 


Q are you sepiously saying that, because you are on oath, you know? 


\ 


4 +ëS ۾‎ 
Q Now let me road the record of what Himnler said to you an^ the othe 


v 


officcrs of the SS that day, I am reading from 1919 PS, `xhibit US 170. I am 
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reading an excerpt from page 3 of the German text. It Statrts-just to test your 
interests in murders, you have said Himmler only mentioned terror, and Í am 
sug:ostinz to you he mentione? mass murder. Now as to the Russians, this is 
what ho told you. 

"It is my opinion, and here I believe I am speaking to men who al eady 
undrstond this, that ws must conduct the war and our compaign on these lines. 
How can we tako the most men from the “assians, dead or alive, we have done it, 
by killing them or taking them prisoners and really putting them ctotworks by 
enceavoring to take as much control as possible af any lani we may occupy, and 
by leaving empty of people any territory wo dispose of and any are we take from 
the enemy. actually they musi be transported and used as labor in Germany." 

Dia you hoar Himmler say that? 

ii “8S, for the “affen SS it was only valid that we had to kill ane capture 
men in combat. this was a natur 3 > Ware Sut wo didn't send anybody to 
the rear. o never shifted any populations and wc never aministered any comues 

Q I will just read to vou another paragraph that Himmler said to you on 
that day. +t is on page 2 of tho “nglish text and it is on page 7 of the German 
test. "Anbti-scenitism is exactly the same as ig-lousinz, getting rid of lice 

idoalozy, it is a matter of cleanliness. In just the same 
or us has not been a question of ideolocy but a matter of 
cleanliness ani now will soon have to bo dealt with. e shall Soon oo de-loused. 
"e have oniy 20,000 lice left and thon the matter is finished within the whole 
of Cemanye" Di? you hear Himmler say that? 

A "t was a matter of bad taste, tie whole thing and we had other tasks 
to perform than to worry much about expressions like that, 

4. You say it was a matter of bad taste? It must have been quite 
clear to you it was an indication theso unfortunate Jewish people were 
murdercc, wasn't it? 

Ae He only spoke of Germany, and there was not one -wokd which per- 


mits the conclusion of murder. It might have been evacuation or other 


Je Are you seriously saying, qitness, you didn't know at that late 
date, in April 1943, when already millions of Jews had been murdered, 


that this murderous program was not going ong 
291 
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A I still believe that these main atrocitics were committed at allater 
f 

4 what atrocities do you know of that had been committed already then? 
+ e u JEN. bilan dnd & TY Ê. a 3 A » Á 
You stated the main atrocities, tell the Commission what atrocities you knew 
of on that day? 

T 3 i ^ se , i ; 

À heard about these only after I was taken prisoner. You will have to 


class ] AP yr ~- ` "^ oe a : 1 
acmit that we who were fighting day by day had other worries to look afte 


an: other thoughts to follow other than to verify rumors which might como from 


4 "i! you hear rumors? You admit, do you, you did at least hear rumors 
about these murders? 

+ “hen I was a prisoner, not before. 

Q ies, but you just stated you were too busy fighting to follow up these 
rumors, you know, Ll am talên the words out of ycur mouth? 


dd 2 


A But these rumors did not concern themselves to practico, but to moasure 

Q as to the conduct of your divisions in their war against Russia, this 
is what Himmler toli vou in that april at Karkove I am now reading from the 
last paragraph of 1919 r3, which is U.". Sxhibit 170: 

" We have only one task, to stand firm and carry on the struggle without 
mercye I will now say again something whitch I already today sai to the men 
elsswheree We will never let that excellent conception, the dread and terrible 
reputation which proceeded us ir + sle for Karkov die, but will constantly 
add new meanings to it. They can call us what they like in the world, the main 
thine is that we are enternally loyal, patriotic, steadfast, unconquerable men 
of the German people and the Fuohrer, the SS of the German triche" 

a 1 have already stated here that the wort "terror" which I remember, was 

men ê 
attacked by myself. 

Q “id you vet up in that meeting of the regimental commanders of the SS 


Ld > + ^ + ~ e e mol elo» wie en م‎ © 
divisions and attac Himmler? 


X 


3 


A l only attacked this single word, 


f 


^ Y. ^ E ^a AN TN : 14 
Q ou got up in the meeting, iid you? 


A NO @ 


&) 

3 

— 
8 
5 
ct 
- 
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3 


i because sol?ieors do not do such thinces. that 
I 3 


Commander. only from man to man. 


4 “wen though the Supremo Vommander is preaching murder 


it your uty as a decent man, which I understand 
to protest then and there? 


the word "murder" wes never mentione |l, and 


I tol? him from man to man that our crficiency canno 


out only from each man who is joins his best 


f Ine d M 2 a - : er cius 
8 nat did he say in reply to that? 


" «^, "t > dA TPA 8 G = d. 1 - 9 
conception in your capacity as an old General, 


Cr 


r Î 8 E e ^. : ` + 1 5 TA) 1 = e ~ı es | مم‎ 
di In our concepti ns tne ruenrer an^; also 


١ 8 on + a > c ^o 5 i ; an te * = 
this is one single conception. 


1 c? 5 ` ¬ — > 
Mm r if ^ ¬ ) Y^ مم‎ rc ١ ua fu e 11 i wf ll 
Q | y! whe \ OK | ` PO, r LÀ IT L.C J ا‎ 2A her V o » L 
1 ¬1 1¬ 1-3 + د‎ « ^ ! 
^" "^ r ! c r Oren Y^ ! | 5 ^ 
I nav iready said again to the men elsewhere", 
di. = FO» 3 5 2 1 ^ " 1 i -ٌ 1 5 
bh: ‘ficers ar he was referrinc there to someth 


part of them which were located near Karkov, some 
L was not present at that meeting e 
Q “id you receive-any report of what he said 
A NO. 


Q You didn't hear his famous closing speech? 


ملك ~ 


a NO, ل‎ WAS not present when he made that speech 


Ru 


A This was a general principle. I cannot sta 


Q ore you at Metz in 1 


you hol? yourself 


Q +t appears from 1919 PS that Himmler had in 


- 


١ 
— 


Ê a». î 
20155652 a 


At what date cic Himmler tell you he requested 


> u audi c Età 1 iem ur 
LLL when hitler a lresse? 


£f" 
VOO 


2uprene 


and terror, wasn't 


out to be, 


ihat is your 


methine which 


armoren 


n 
- 


)sbandarte 
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Liebstandarte of Adolph Hitler? 


h No, I was not there anl I Zo not know tho speech. 


D 


Just toll me ani the Commissioner what units of the affen Se you serve: 
in, in the course of the war work? 
å l statrted in the second division, 
Q Did this have some name attached to it, name the ‘vision? 
a it was calle? the Das ‘eich, 


4 "hore cic you serve with the Das Reich anı on what dates? 





A 1940 on the Western front, 


219], A 


! N 


H 











lll 


18-0059 





























1.9 JulyeComB-GES-napo-leBiolsi, | TUAM | | Ii | 


H1018-0060 


Qe “hich part of the Jestern Front? 

^e In Holland, Northern Franco, and afterwards. were located in Holland. 
Then during a short timo we participated in the campaign of Belgrade, in the 
year 1941, when we wore assigned to the Eastern Front, the central scetion, 
until the middle of Yetobor 1941, 

Qe You were still with Das Reich Division? 

Le Yes, 

Qe Where, in Russia? 

Ae In the contral sector of the front until the mid^le of October, when 
I was wounded, 

Qe When dit you go back to serve in the SS, and what unit did you serve 
in thoro, and where? 
"e From July 1942 when the soncral command was set up and located in 
France, In January 1943 until August on the Eastern front. Southern part of 


We at 


the Eastern front, secand SS Corns; then Northern Italy until the ond of the 


# 
5 , 
Wore 


Qe ‘ho eia you serv? with in Northern Italy? 

^e ‘ith tho same un$t, 

Qe The Second SS Armored Corps? 

ñe Yese In the bec$nning of January in France, 


MR. MONNERAYs Where? 


YT M Q 7 1 
THE .ITNESS: In th ?outhorn Normandy o 


de ind that was still with tho Second SS Armored Vorps? 
e Yes, but with othcr divisions under the samo rencral commande 
te hich division were you servint under in Normandy? 
4. Tho divisions wore subordinatede 
“e He was on the Corps staff? 

"*« le had a gencral command and a corns, which was alternatively 
subordinate 2171815285. In Northern France the 9th and 10th SS Divisions were 


plavec under the command of this general command, In March wo were transferred 


to tho Eastern front. Southern part of thc E stern front, After tho invasion, 
2,98 
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transferred to Normandy, i 

Qe With your Corps? 

Ae Yes. With the Second Divisione On the 28th of June I handed over 
this corps and I became supremo commander of the 7th Army of the Reichswehr 
in Normandy. After Falaise I was again wounded. At the end of January 1945 
I beoame supreme commander of the Army Group G, soürther part of the "estern 
front. Until the 4th of April, when somebody else took over, 

Qe Where, exactly, was your Group G in the southern part of the Western 
front? 

4. South of Trier, to the border of Switzerland, alternatively partly 
northward over the Mosellee Thon I commnded over the front seovor of the 
Rhine, 

Qe Was the Second SS Panzer Division under your command? 

Ae Only in Normandye 

Ye In 1944? 

A. From the end of June onward, 

le Was the SS Panzer Division Hitler Jungen uncer you in July 1984? 
die Noe 

Qe You know their terrible reputation, I take it? 

Ae During my captivity here i heard something unfavorable about it. 

le Never heard anything about them when they were serving very near to 
your corps in July 1944? 

4e Noe Such a thing you don't hear when the battle is one 
te ihe 29th Reriment Division of the Panzer Grenadier == was that also 
under you? 

Ae Nog hich division is it? 
le Ve have no information as to the division. 
4e The Army division, or the SS division? 
dé Was the Hermann Goering Division serving under you in Italy? 

Ae No, it was in Southern Italy. 
Qe “lag that a division of the SS? 


Ae Noe It was a division of the Luftwaffe. 


21:96 
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le You have said that tho Taffen-SS did not carry out police tasks, 
وله‎ Noe E 
4. Did you know thnt in fact thc W ffeneSS used to carry out shootings 
and hangings in the protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia? 
^. There were, as a matter of fact, a part of the YaffeneSS in Bohemia 


` 


an? Moravia, but what they did when Heydrich was killed I do not knows 
Qe This was before Hoydrich was killed. Did you know that Jucttner, SS 
Gruppenfuehrer and General Lieutenant of the Waffen-SS wrote you on the 4th of 
October 1941,:511 battalions of the Yaffen*SS in the protectorate of Bohemia 
anc Moravia, will be brought forth for shootings and relative for the super- 
vision of hanfinzs. And then this Document 1972-PS, US 471, then lists for 
Prague, 99 shootings; 21 hıngğings in Ehrie 24 shootings, 17 hangings, total 
1911 executions, includinz 18 Jewse 

ie I cannot know anything about it because it was on that very day that 
Í was wounded on the Eastern front, 

Je ho was this man Juottnor,. Heo belonged to the SS Fuchrungshauptamt, 
didn't he? 

^e  Jucttner was a chief of the SS Fuehrungshauntamt.  Thorc was our 
central administrative office in Berline 

dnd I am suggesting to you that that is a typical illustration of‏ ونا 
the fact that whenever exocutionists were needed the men of tho /affon-SS‏ 
wore uscd as executioners or hangmen e‏ 

ie I claim tho contrary, These units as were used as oxocutioners were 
police units and reservist units, 

Ye But perfectly under the direction of the Headquarters of tho SS? 

ie 1 do not know under whose direction they were in the protectorate, 
"robably under thc command of tho WJaffoneSS in Bohemia and Moraviae 

te Do you know that the members of the SD and the Gestapo and other of 
the instruments of terror were drawn from the Wiffen-SS ? 

Ae I don't believe that, They only had a same uniform. nd I canonly 
repeat that SS only means Himmler and a small clique of criminals around 


Hitler a 


2497 
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Qe You seo, this is what Guco.:h r Dalquen, who wrote the history of 
the SS, says in Document 2284-PS, speaking of the verfuerguncstrunpe: Those 
chosen SS troops trained during fou’ years? service under tho soverest cone 
ditions offers equally the best risirs generations for future loaders and 
seubor'in^to leaders of the General SS, the Police, and the Security Service. 
Do you agree with that? 

^e I don't understand, 

Qe (The question is rep ted t ne witness) 

ie That was probably tho idc. >° Juenther Dalquen, and tho idea of 
Himmler, that later on tho future nı ‘hould be drafted from those 
verfuegnungstruppe, 

MR. JONES?! No further questions, 

MR, MONNERAY: . I have a few qv :tionse 
DY MRe MONNERAY: 

Yo you maintain that you hoe no knowledre of the use of Waffen-3S‏ .م 
units 25012518 civilian population, is that richt?‏ 
ie I don't know what you mean by the word "used"; of course, the Waffen-‏ 
could be assimed to such tasks as fighting apainst partisans but actually‏ 88 
as an exccutionist = thoy wore never used,‏ 

Qe So onc of the units of thc ^ fon-SS was angered in the task of 
fighting partisans, is that right? 

^e All that I can say is that 'S was one of the tasks of the SS in 


the front; but it was not a typical 


21,90 
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Was $2 


task, just the sane as it 


Q Do you know of any units 


fightin, partisans? 


A Thoso 


No e 


-roups - which wore meant to 


m V2 


on resistance 


lh I only hearc of 


were Socurity Di. 
maii 


Do you know that that part < 


one isclatc.. 
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the regular armye 


G 


of the Vorne organization that 


sschutzon Division - older 


in scewity in the roar, 


tho YaffemS:i; were active in -ronco 


0 
< 
$¬ 
ê 

C 


caso in Southern FPromco. 


LM 


specialized 


toro in Normondy hod no need to figire partisonse 

Q ‘What was an isolated caso? 

A I only heard of it horo مه‎ = it was Yradoure 

Q Did you follow what wes he voning to your forner divisionéess 

A Yos -= I rin which torritory thoy woro fightinge 

Q Do you 152017 that your division was .ctive in tho oporations in 7 

ta [ only lmow thet I arrivod "om Southern Franco in îlormonya isolated 

L2 single v;roups, cad 0665 lato, 


e. ELT Halla aer +- T i ^" 6 Û 
| And why did they arri t 
+ دود‎ Tr d es f 7 ماك‎ ^~ 
arrive VOO la to? 
a ~ 1 بح‎ ^ --1+ ^“ x 2 41^ ° 
is با ب‎ ABI يغ‎ Vis áy LLY Lik U 10 


expoctcd landings in tho south, 


2 So that this division [ 


carryin:> oropoarctions throu-h i? 
51 لج‎ L L -— 


A orhaps to tho commander 


2 ی‎ hed A agas. 
cormoancer of the Arny 


croupe 


Q If thoy had 


! y had not 
^ P 5 ^-- 
o tho Aruy? 
"Uo. 


So that 


E. Y 1 
— هه مس‎ 
Û] 


1 43 4. : 
CO CROSS or nou a Part 


„Jl. 


Amy, but not to mo, 


Li fac. 


Seventh Amy in 


fe I had the 





"O10... LE Viak 


Qui lohtin 
any fightin, 


you maintain that 


"يك 4 


OC 59? This division -= why dîd it 


ud 8 lay 7" . = — 
Sc only 20128001 thom because they 
1 " - 05 “` مك‎ 1 ry -- = -* 4. 
8 voort about tho circusstocos of 
+ 


correct? 


of thoir division, but not to mc, who wa 


or any onony activity, had thoy to 
“io Army had no intorost at «ll in the 


vinta of tho Division 


Lal lily 


Only to thcir own aormmdo:, that particular division, tho First 


you wore under which sa 77? 


a 


„ mot with onony 





Q 
J 
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Q 


ind you had no knowlddge 


France? 


If somebody goes too rar 


— 


on, and novody told me any. 


, ho di 


lı, 


what was going on in other parts 
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— 
J.4. 


solf-dofenso thon ho doesn't 


ect 


ov 
‘16 8 012-0018 
on Arny socrot 


jtivity that this vas 


m 


antt say an Army socrot, ji 


Q What are you talking now 2 

A Because I hoard it hero in 
and the troops kept it to themsclvcse 

Di. VELCKUANN: No, intorprot 
E ^ 


chis was a socrot Arye” Corroct 


BY ib 


2 lag the First Arny also a 
A Tho SS itself hed armics 
Amy I commanded was a rou) of t! 
Die PULCICIANN:s And so was tho 
dha „LINESS: Yes, 
DY liite ./OniBiu Ys 
Û) So you do not lmow w chor 


casks against resistance movononts 
A I don't lnow that, If is p 
to such an ofíoct, 
0 And tho local conaandors of 


- E x " * 3 ba eias : un وا‎ 2 u^ 4 ê la i 2 
end according to conoral instructi 
f TT atp * -l«4 . * . , ~ı ` * > +l. 

dh iow far thosc orders wont 


ac Ma 2 m 
dofond themselves, 


PELCIG UAT s 


Dite 


Io noant ho "can't" 


sO 


LIOINNGIUÙY g 


A 


اسا 


4 In your own arny command 


n^” 
vv 


the Civilian population was concor: 


Q You were not interes’ 14 
population behind your linos, woro 
f. Ii tho 
the greatest part -- thoro voro 


CG, wore in Gomen torritory, 


ËU Aa re êê 2 m qd. n 
vorrPocuion TWıiCî'Ceoe 


^ ş 4 


hw n cel we 


oattlos of the Norn 


onl. 


ti 1t 5 


— A TP ec cı — E era 
Trani 1 5:13 fc Luk bk on? 


tho close of tho were The Soventh 
"o gular Army of tho Gciochswohr, 
first aray? 


سا ت dd.‏ 


> 1 at ^ (T1 5 - 2 a Û 2 
lo that local commandors gavo orders 
nı 14 | ب>‎ + VIO PO rmn 71 6&2 to rez ¬ 
cnoso (CLVI 5. 25 Wero Cormonced oO GO SO B 
' ^n i fees --1 ^ «e © 
و‎ WUa U 31C y no H 
3 1 T rie + ^ " ` { وم‎ 5١ Ta 
i coulcn't supervisee Of courso, thoy 


+ 5 4 
ec dh یا‎ 


"m 
mT 3 


you sivo an ructions as 


civilis 


þe 
ct 
c 
i 
O 
Fh 
ct 


in tho att 


1 


“ran € 
LE ue 


y the civilian population sone for 


small parts. And with the mr, Group 


2500 








ifie HOWNGRAY: No further cuc: 

iB COIRIISSIONERs Any questic 

Dle PULCKMANN: Four or fivo, 
DY Dii. PELCHAIN ¢ 


A I still have to go be = to 


prosecution said in order to clari 


ihat did you hear about fishts 


^" n nî 
Tre 


on their y from the southorn part 


A In on of the 


the dispositi 


CASCE.e 


i f ` * ] ^ — 7 n ٠١ كم‎ e مل‎ P 

Q You only heard about it af 
A Ye Se 

Pl T 34 ha P اہ اكت مك‎ „bkin 74 

Q di 5 sí , Wisely + C » FFAS U 7 ub Ku 


T * ^ +» 5 Se r + 
happened boforo tho arrivel of 


.م بم 
( 


( mm Ta T1075 
v U, 


— — 
dts TI Oil BY an TAL Tê TE) 


rye ` Y ¬ ^ x — ¬ " 5 a LM 
nov wicer your comand at all bofe 


these 


TO G 


Oro 


للا 
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5io01n18 e 


defense counsol?‏ و25 


Give of 


a. n 


; the roprosonto the Fronch 


+ م‎ ^09 
s VUS S * 


» “ich sone part of tho VWoffou SS had = 
2 Franco to tho Normandy front? 


e 8 Ld a > " ads cis Ve 
accusation I love I heard about three 


vor tne cessation of hostilitios? 
icii know about these incidents that have 


t the battle front? 


troops a 


MISSIONER: "That these troops wero 


" nı1 


licrmoncdy e vhange thate 


— 
VOU 


they ^rri in 


4. OF courso, I didn't get an:  -oport from thom because they wero not 
wrier my Command bofore their arriva , 

Q Con ono monclude fro the hat you had no knowledge of thease 
11161101158 و‎ that you never cared ab erations in battle of parts or snall 
units of your troons? 

4 I could only tako caro of tose divisions which woro uncer ny 
common’, Wiile there wore about 30 « 10 divisions on all battle Lronts e 

I XA WS rect that you toc’ care of those trocps which wore undor 
your comand anc thet in thoir turi. thoy did roport to you avout their actions, 

4 It was my duty to bo interest od in tho methods of fichtinz of those 


CPOOnS y 1 

? cy I repost the question, Is it tho Cuty of these troops, and on 
your part as woll, tı report to you cad to higher quarters again? 

D4. They had to report if there wore crimo or offonsos, Tho 
commoner had te revort to higher ovt srityse Thoy had to report as rogards 


actions; as rogards crimes thoir 
û Gan you reaffirm that you 


2 


صب لم 
tow. 4 AL‏ 


CCo 


you roaffirn that your comme 


بم 
I‏ 


S ‘rior had to nako 


- Ya 


roport, 


^" 1 
| 


your 


-uty? 
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Q Did you care 


about tho attitude of your tro 


civilian populations, or the itussim 
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ops towards the Fronch 


or Polish civilian populations? 


A Everywhore tho troops lived with tho population, and gocd treatment 
Always pays. wo met with these cxperionccs in tho East as well as in tho 
WO S U و‎ 

4 Did you give appropriato instructions to the troops? 

À those instructions c> par. 21d parcol of thc proparation and it 
was taught according to tho rulos o general convontion, tho Hague Rules. 
Q Did you receive reports of sonoral vad behavior of your troops 

toward the civilian population? 

A 150105600 cases ioro pınmî.shoiie  Gonorolly the relation hip was goode 

Q You told vaat you hear the spooch of Himalor ot Charkow, ‘as 
it tho only speech of 1131:21:11 you hoard during tho war? 

A iio, he was already with tho Livision inHolland in 1940, ^o ho 
also spoke to the leaders anc crmende?s e 

4 Did the mon or the officers hear such spcechos rather frequently 
or was it that you heard these spocches just once or twice during tho war? 

A lor tho comnanders and leadors it was once or tricce For tho men, 
it was alnost novor, 

Q Gust before you heard a r ort about those hangings and shootings 
of ducttnor on tho 14th of October + in Dohonia and Moravia == 051 471 -- 
do you know that this roport of Juec” r is tac first roport in which ho 
complains of tho uso of .affeneSS us for these oxocutions? 

A I don't know ite I can undor sand it, 

CORRECTION BY A THIRD TITERD : That was "I vory well undorstand ite" 
Change thate 

Q Do you know that this ropors was nado only with tho purpose of 
.Aving reason for thoir complaint? 

A  l cannot know that, because I was olsowhoro, 

Di. PELCRUNN: Thank youe 

Ile witness was Cismissod, 
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recess declared 
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